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Honduras
Bars Role
In Aid

Contras to Receive
Money Elsewhere

By Rabert J. McCartney

Washingtdn Post Foreign Service "
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-~ TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras,
«Aug. 28—The Honduran govern-
alnent said today that it would not al-
=pw the U.S. Embassy here to ad-
wninister the $27 million of nonmil-
aid approved by Congress for
licaraguan rebels fighting to over-
the government in Managua.
= The statement by Foreign Min-
abter Edgardo Paz Barnica raised
Juestions about how the aid would
e delivered to the rebels, who are
‘Rknown as contras, or counterrev-
olutionaries.

The contras currently bring arms

and other supplies through Hondu-
ras to base camps along the border
with Nicaragua. The existence of
2is supply route is an open secret,
Jut the government here publicly
wenies that the contras operate on
Honduran territory because it does
not want to admit that it is helping
-the effort to overthrow the Sandi-
nista government.

The Honduran position appeared
‘to make it necessary for the U.S.
government to hand over the aid to
:the rebels somewhere outside Hon-
+duras, according to sources familiar
-with the issue,
e The Reagan administration is
=ronsidering what mechanism will be
=set up to deliver the aid, and a de-
=¢ision is expected within a week or
wo. A U.S. Embassy spokesman
“eclined to comment on Paz Bar-
Mica’s statement, saying he could
Jot say anything about the aid until
JVashingon decides how the pro-
gram will be set up.
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= But nonofficial sources close to
ahe embassy here said the embassy
Joes not want to have a role in han-
Jling the aid because such involve-
Jnent would embarrass the Hondu-
n government. The United States
whas to do its part to help the Hon-
-durans “save face” on the issue,
"these sources said.
. Paz Barnica said he was “com-
“pletely” unaware of any plans for
- the embassy here to handle the aid.
‘But he said that the assistance was
=3 concern only of the United States
and the contras and that Honduras
wshould be left out of it.
“ “I do not believe, then, that the
Sgovernment of Honduras is going to
accept that the US., Embassy in

“Both the embassy
.and the Honduran
government are
caught between a
Tock and a hard

i)’lace. ”?

Fegucigalpa would deliver money
=0 people who are fighting against
regime of a neighboring coun-
&ry,” Paz Barnica said at a news
Zonference.
= A U.S. role in Honduras in pro-
Yiding the aid, he added, would be
=4ncompatible with the principles of
=nonintervention and self-determi-
~nation of peoples.”
" Congress approved the nonmil-
“itary aid for the contras in June af-
ter several months of debate and
controversay. The vote marked a
resumption in the flow of official
-U.S. aid to the contras, which had
been cut off last year.
= Under the previous aid program,
Jbout $80 million of arms and other
ssistance was supplied to the con-
Zras by the CIA. The aid was chan-
meled through Honduras, but the
program was covert, and the gov-
ernment here was able to deny that
it existed.
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The U.S. aid approved in June is
not covert, and Congress specific-
ally barred the CIA and the Defense
‘Department from administering it.
The dilemma facing policy-makers
is how to manage a public aid pro-
gram when the aid has to be deliv-
ered to forces in the field by clan-
destine means.

“Both the embassy and the Hon-
duran government are caught be-
tween a rock and a hard place,” a
source familiar with the issue said.

One possibility under consider-

ation was to deliver the aid to the
-eontras in Miami, which is the home
of several rebel officials, including
Adolfo Calero. He is president of
the Nicaraguan Democratic Force,
the largest contra group, and has
played a leading role in raising
funds from private sources during
the past year.
= Calero also is one of three top
leaders of the United Democratic
‘Dpposition, an umbrella organiza-
‘tion that also includes Nicaraguan
=tvilian opposition leaders Arturo
£ruz and Alfonso Robelo. The um-
brella group is considered a likely
&<hannel for the new U.S. aid.
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